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I. Call to Order   

 

Chairman Jim Stockeland called the meeting to order at approximately 1:15 p.m. EST. 

Due to the high attendance, Blanchard forwent the verbal roll call and asked committee 

members and guests to record their names on the sign in sheet. Then, a motion was made, 

seconded, and passed to conduct the meeting according to the antitrust guidelines. A 

motion was made, seconded, and passed to approve the minutes of the previous meeting 

on September 12, 2022.   

 

Stockeland reminded attendees that the event dates for the Fall Business Meetings have 

changed to September 25-26, 2024, in Washington, DC to avoid interfering with National 

Truck Driver Appreciation Week. 

 

II. Briefing on TCA’s Filed Comments – Caitlin Smith, Manager of Gov. Affairs, TCA 

 

TCA’s Caitlin Smith provided an overview of the most important regulatory comments 

that TCA filed in 2022. The comments that were discussed covered: oral fluid testing, 

emissions standards, speed limiters, hair testing, truck identifying technology, and 

independent contractor classification.  

 

III. Update on Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse – David Heller, Senior VP of Safety & 

Government Affairs, TCA 

 

TCA’s Dave Heller briefed the committee on recent regulatory activity regarding the Drug 

and Alcohol Clearinghouse. He discussed the Trucking Alliance’s hair testing petition and 

the state of alternative specimens in the testing program. Then, Heller addressed TCA’s 

strategies for advocacy in this area. 

 



 

 

This briefing led to a discussion among committee members regarding the benefits and 

drawbacks of different drug testing methods, as well as debate over the best advocacy 

strategy to get hair testing incorporated into the Clearinghouse.  

 

IV. National Roadway Safety Strategy - David Heller 

 

Heller detailed the Biden administration’s National Roadway Safety Strategy that seeks to 

reduce fatal accidents on our roadways. He then overviewed the specific rulemakings – 

both achieved and expected – that are tied to the strategy’s goals.  

 

Heller’s presentation led to a discussion over TCA’s desire to be more proactive in setting 

industry safety goals. After some discussion, Chairman Stockeland decided to establish a 

subcommittee to develop a TCA-led safety strategy. Then, Stockeland invited committee 

members to contact TCA staff to join the subcommittee. 

 

V. Speed Limiter Update – David Heller 

 

Heller overviewed the regulatory rulemaking process that has begun to take shape 

regarding a potential speed limiter mandate. Heller discussed the industry reaction to the 

proposal, including TCA’s. Then, Heller informed the attendees about the likely path 

forward for this process and the corresponding timeline. 

 

VI. Freight Brokers NPRM – David Heller 

 

Heller presented the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration’s proposed interim 

guidelines for brokerage activities and related entities. He detailed the factors that 

establish the definition and the relevant fines for misrepresentation. Then, he discussed the 

related association policy on the matter and TCA’s plan for addressing this regulatory 

action. 

 

VII. NHTSA Side Underride ANPRM – David Heller 

 

Heller discussed the advanced notice of proposed rulemaking that was issued regarding 

side underride guards. He discussed the association’s position on this matter and asked the 

committee if any changes to official policy should be made – which they elected not to do.  

 

VIII. Massachusetts Rolling Stock 

 

Heller detailed the new push to enforce a rolling stock tax in Massachusetts, that currently 

equates to a 6.25% sales tax. Heller discussed the Trucking Association of 

Massachusetts’s plan for tax reform in the state on this issue. 

 

IX. Old/New Business   

 

Since there was no old or new business to address, Chairman Stockeland called for a 

motion to adjourn and the meeting was ended at approximately 2:15 p.m. EST. 

 

X. Adjournment 

 


